HELLENISM IN ANCIENT INDIA

cTordre vaguement ionique ; et quant aux colonnes pseudo-
doriques du Kacmir, nous n'imaginons pas par quel autre
chemin elles lui seraient venues".

Thus In Gandhara as far north in Khotan, and in Mathura
in the interior of India, the art of Greece makes its
power felt. We know how immense that power has been
as a living influence through centuries of European art,
and we may be tempted to ascribe to it a governing influence
in Asia. Yet in truth these traces that we have noticed
marked the ebb of a receding tide. In 323 B.C., Alexander
died in Babylon. He had carried the arts and civilisation of,
Hellas far into the East. The will of one man, whose
magnificent ambition was to conquer the whole world for the
mind even more than to possess its riches and dominions,
had hurried with him a home-sick army, thousands of miles
from its base, over deserts of burning sand, over mountains of
perpetual snow into the fertile plains of India and to the
beautiful shores of the Indus. But Alexander died not
forty years old, and after his death the two continents
shrank apart Even his own exploits relapsed into fable.
He became a hero of Romance. Even now in common
opinion, he is conceived as a dazzling figure of knight-
errantry in the mists of history, too remote to be more
than half-believed by the ordinary people. His empire was
split up Into fragments, one of these fragments was Bactria ;
and there it has been supposed, a School of Architects and
Sculptors maintained some tradition of the art of Greece,
as corroborated by the traces of the Greek style still visible
in the statues of Gandhara and its vicinity. But the most
unexpected influence of Graeco-Buddhist art, and one which
was only discovered a few years ago, is that which it exercised
on Central Asia, and probably through that region, on China
and Japan. Excavations carried out in recent years by learned
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